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Hear the real deal on 
Real Steel!
Is it pos- sible to surive 
the Terre H a u t e 
w i n - t e r ? 
O n l y L i v i n g 
knows!
What can we do to get 
the best politicians into the 
governemnt? Find out on 
Opinions!
Men’s soc-
cer wins 
8 straight 
games.  Read 
more on 
Sports!
T h e 
b o o k 
y o u 
w i s h 
you had 
b e f o r e 
you c 
ame to 
Rose.
Katie Dial • staff writer
Rose-Hulman is implement-
ing an Independent Project/Re-
search Opportunities Program 
(IP/ROP) starting winter quar-
ter of this year. The purpose of 
IP/ROP is to convince people 
that there is a community of 
people who do independent 
projects, and to provide small 
amounts of funding so that 
these projects can go forward. 
Funding is supplied by Arcelor 
Mittal and Academic Affairs. 
The projects are not limited to 
the pure sciences, nor are they 
major-specific. In fact, they are 
open to engineering, sciences, 
and humanities, and may cross 
into several departments. There 
are research projects, design 
projects, projects focused on re-
designing course modules, and 
engineering management pro-
jects. On this, Lorraine Olson, 
mechanical engineering profes-
sor and co-head of IP/ROP, said 
“That’s one thing that we think 
is going to distinguish our pro-
gram from programs at other 
universities, [because] other 
universities always have just re-
search projects.” 
There is a list of faculty sub-
mitted projects on the website 
(http://www.rose-hulman.
edu/iprop.aspx); if a student 
sees a project they are interested 
in, they can team up with a fac-
ulty member and submit a pro-
posal. Additionally, proposals 
for projects that aren’t already 
listed are just as welcome. The 
student and faculty member 
team also decides if participa-
tion in IP/ROP will be met with 
credits or monetary compensa-
tion. The number of credits that 
will be received will be set by the 
team, or if a student has a work-
study award, they can get paid 
instead. The option of working 
on a project for a consulting 
firm and getting paid through 
that company also exists. Once 
a student gets approved for a 
project, it will span a quarter, 
and can span multiple quarters 
depending on the desires of the 
s t u d e n t 
and the 
goals of 
the pro-
ject. At 
the end 
of the 
quarter, 
there will 
be a sym-
p o s i u m 
w h e r e 
students 
will pre-
sent the 
r e s u l t s 
of their 
e f f o r t s . 
Students 
will make 
p o s t e r s 
as visual 
aids to 
t h e i r 
presenta-
tions and will be provided with 
an electronic copy that they 
can send to companies to show 
what they accomplished. 
When asked about why IP/
ROP is being founded, Ol-
son said “We have a lot of op-
portunities for students. We 
have clubs, we have sororities, 
we have fraternities, we have 
competition teams, and we’ve 
got Ventures. And although 
we’ve always had the opportu-
nities for students to do these 
independent projects, it kind 
of depended on if the student 
wandered into the right office. 
There was really no central 
way for them to be aware that 
this opportunity existed, so 
we wanted a place where this 
could happen.” 
There was an optional ques-
tion-and-answer seminar this 
past week, but attendance isn’t 
necessary for participation in 
the program.
The IP/ROP program allows students to
easily become involved in student led research.
Rose-Hulman News
Go your own way
Jason Latimer • staff writer
Students and faculty alike took to 
the streets from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sat-
urday during the annual Rose Day of 
Service, sponsored by ArcelorMittal. 
They spread throughout the Terre 
Haute area to help citizens in need 
and offer assistance to those less 
fortunate. One of the students who 
contributed to the Day of Service was 
sophomore mechanical engineering 
major Tyler Schluseman, who was 
eager to return to the event this year 
and lead a group of Pi Kappa Alpha 
brothers in serving the community. 
“I chose to get involved because I 
volunteered with my freshman floor 
last year and really enjoyed the ex-
perience,” he said. “It’s a nice way 
to give back to the Terre Haute com-
munity, so when the opportunity pre-
sented itself this year, I knew I want-
ed to participate.” 
Schluseman, who suggests that “it’s 
important to give back to this city be-
cause it’s where we’re going to spend 
four years of our lives,” was assigned 
to the homes of two VNA Hospice pa-
tients this year, where he and a band 
of fellow Pike brothers were happy to 
mow, rake, and clean out gutters for 
the patients. Other groups complet-
ed tasks like painting docks, making 
fleece tie blankets, and cleaning at a 
community center. However, accord-
ing the Schluseman, the day can be 
much more than just a chance to help 
out the Terre Haute area. 
Continued on page 3.
Rose-Hulman brings service 
and volunteers to Terre Haute
New office provides credit, funding for independent projects, research
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“Working to keep the Rose-Hulman community informed by providing an accurate and dependable source for news and information.”
The Rose Thorn is a weekly publication pro-
duced by the members of  the community of  
Rose-Hulman Institute of  Technology pub-
lished on Fridays first through ninth week 
each quarter. All students, faculty, and staff  
are welcome to attend weekly meetings, held 
at 5:15pm on Wednesdays in Olin Hall.  We 
also welcome and encourage all community 
members to submit articles, photographs, car-
toons, and letters to the editor for publication.
We request that all letters to the editor be less 
than 600 words in length, and the deadline for 
content submission is 5:00 p.m. two days prior to 
publication. The editors reserve the right to edit 
submissions for clarity, grammar, length, and fac-
tual errors, while preserving the original intent of  
the submission. The editors reserve the right to 
accept content changes submitted after deadline. 
All submissions must contain the writer’s signa-
ture (electronic form is acceptable) and contact 
information. The editors reserve the right to re-
ject submissions deemed inappropriate for print.
All content should be submitted to thorn@
rose-hulman.edu or to the office of  The Rose 
Thorn in Hulman Memorial Union room 249. 
Material submitted for use in the print edi-
tion may also be included in the online edi-
tion located at http://thorn.rose-hulman.edu.
The views expressed in The Rose Thorn are those 
of  their respective authors and, with the exception 
of  the weekly Staff  View published in the Opin-
ions section, do not necessarily represent the views 
of  the staff  or the Rose-Hulman community.
The Rose ThoRn
Alex Mullans • editor-in-chief
Sean Gorsky • news
Marcus Willerscheidt • entertainment
Melissa Schwenk • living
Emily Asman • opinions
Kurtis Zimmerman • sports
Noël Spurgeon • flipside
Stephen Mayhew • copy
Richard Thai • copy
Tim Ekl • photo
Ranjana Chandramouli • writer
Katie Dial • writer
Morgan Lopez • writer
Stephen Mayhew • writer
Bennie Waters • writer
Hobey Tam • writer
Andrew Klusman • business
Kurtis Zimmerman • web
Richard House • adviser
GeT a sneak Peek on each 
week’s Issue befoRe IT’s even 
been PRInTed!
follow The Rose ThoRn on TwITTeR: 
http://twitter.com/therosethorn
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Bangkok almost under water 
Bangkok, the capital of Thailand, is flooded up to 1.5 me-
ters high in parts of the city. If the levees break the entire city 
would go under. At least 366 people have been killed, 113,000 
are living in shelters, and 2.5 million have been affected over-
all. The Chao Phyraya River is already at a record high, but 
the government is saying that the river could rise to 2.6m 
above sea level--the defenses stop at 2.5m. The flood gases 
were opened last week in order to allow the excess water to 
fill up the city’s canals, but that has yet to solve the problem. 
The flood response headquarters will also have to be moved 
because of the encroaching water. 
Robot legs walk without power 
A pair of mechanical legs made by the Nagoya Institute of 
Technology in Japan and called BlueBiped are able to propel 
themselves forward with only the help of gravity. The legs are 
entirely mechanical and almost exact copies of human legs, 
with thighs and lower legs made out of aluminum. The robot 
took 100,000 consecutive steps in 13 hours. The researchers 
hope to make it into an exoskeleton to help people walk. 
Cyclops shark found 
An albino shark was found with one eye right in the 
middle of its nose. A mother dusky shark was caught by 
commercial fisherman who sliced open the belly. If it 
was born it would not have survived. Researchers have 
proven that it has a single eye made of functional opti-
cal tissue. Although this is extremely rare condition it 
is not unheard of with fewer than 50 cases being re-
corded. A cat, Cy, was born with one eye and no nose 
in 2006. A scientific paper will be published within the 
next couple of months.
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Students volunteered their time  for public service throughout Terre  Haute 
during the Rose-Hulman Day of Service.
Rose-Hulman News
Sean Finney • guest writer
Give Up A Meal, or GUAM 
for short, was held this past 
Tuesday, October 25th, but 
it wasn’t the only fundraiser 
being held. Engineers With-
out Borders (EWB) has a 
fundraiser that runs con-
currently with every GUAM; 
they with the Applebee’s 
in Terre Haute to have 15 
percent of every meal pur-
chased from Applebee’s go 
to EWB. According to Alex 
Morelli, a member of EWB, 
“The idea is to get people 
who give up a meal through 
GUAM to give some money 
to EWB by going to Apple-
bees.” 
Since Fall of 2009, EWB 
has been working to reno-
vate an existing structure in 
the Dominican Republic so 
that it can be used as an in-
patient healthcare facility. 
Since then, over $20,000 
has been spent on design-
ing, building, and maintain-
ing this facility. Money to 
support the facility is still 
necessary, as the clinic has 
cost $30,000 to build. De-
spite this, the clinic is al-
ready being put to use, im-
proving the lives of citizens 
in the surrounding commu-
nity. 
EWB plans to travel to the 
Dominican Republic again 
in February to build the 
septic system of the clinic, 
and to look into installing 
latrines in the surrounding 
communities. By building 
latrines in the nearby com-
munities, EWB prevents 
the spread of disease at its 
source. 
Engineer’s Without 
Borders hosts
 GUAM fundraiser
News Briefs
Claire Stark • staff writer
Store Hours
Monday - Wednesday: 9 a.m. - 1 a.m.
Thursday - Saturday: 9.a.m. - 2 a.m.
Sunday: 12 p.m. - 12 a.m.
1234 Wabash Avenue
(812) 232-7272
Continued from page 1.
“Not only is it a good opportu-
nity to give back to the commu-
nity,” he said, “but it is also a good 
reminder that there is a world 
outside of Rose, which can often 
be forgotten or overlooked in 
the face of homework and tests.” 
Schluseman’s assignment was 
just one of 26 sites like New Life 
Christian Fellowship, The Boys 
and Girls Club of Terre Haute, 
and Ryves Hall, where over 300 
Rose-Hulman students and fac-
ulty worked together to aid the 
Terre Haute community. Gradu-
ate Assistant for Student Activi-
ties Kate Pippins worked with a 
group of students from Deming 
Hall to paint the docks on the 
lake at Hawthorne Park, in addi-
tion to designing T-shirts for the 
day and promoting the event be-
forehand. 
“When we first began, I was 
not sure we could complete the 
task before 1 p.m. However, the 
guys all came together and put 
a ton of effort and detail into the 
work and we were able to not 
only complete the painting, but 
do so with a Rose-Hulman level 
of excellence,” Pippins said. “The 
site supervisor was very satisfied 
and said that it was a pleasure to 
work with a group of outstanding 
young students.” 
Pippins also praised Assistant 
Dean of Student Services Kristen 
Loyd, who organized all of the de-
tails of the Day of Service. 
“Our hope and goal for the Day 
of Service,” according to Loyd, “is 
that the Rose Day of Service will 
provide assistance to individuals 
and organizations in the Terre 
Haute community and provide 
members of the Rose-Hulman 
community the opportunity to 
demonstrate their citizenship, 
community leadership, and share 
their spirit of giving.” 
Schluseman, in addition to 
all of these attributes, got a lit-
tle something extra out of the 
day. “I enjoyed giving back 
to Terre Haute and those in 
need,” he said. “It was also 
a good opportunity to spend 
time with friends, which is not 
the first thing that comes to 
mind when many think about 
volunteering, but I think I can 
speak for everyone when I say 
we had fun.” 
write fOr News! 
thOrN-News@ 
rOse-hulmaN.edu
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Chris Gewirtz • guest writer
Dark Souls is a game that does 
not appear to like you very much. 
I thought I knew what I was in 
for when I bought it; I had fol-
lowed its predecessor “Demon’s 
Souls,” even though it had never 
come out on the 360. The back 
of the game box had me prepar-
ing to die. I thought I was ready. 
This is not your average difficult 
game. There will be times when 
your character dies in one hit. 
There will be times when your 
only choice is to grind. There will 
be times when you do everything 
perfectly and you still die. There 
were times when I thought I was 
going to have to get back at the 
game, either by snapping the 
disc or by generous application 
of sandpaper. Thankfully, I did 
not give in. I’m normally compla-
cent when I play my games, but 
this one had me screaming at the 
top of my lungs, both in joy and 
in pain. This is a game you don’t 
just play but you pull off, and 
that’s one of the things that make 
the experience so unique. This is 
also the only game that has unin-
tentionally gathered a crowd for 
me. It must be fun to watch, and 
it’s definitely fun to have people 
watching. The round of high fives 
after the defeat of a boss makes it 
that much more satisfying, and 
makes the criticism of the crowd 
and the game hurt that much 
less. Those watching me have 
compared the game to Zelda, 
Oblivion, Dragon Age and even 
God of War in one case. While 
I haven’t played “Dragon Age,” 
there’s plenty that sets this game 
apart from the rest. Although you 
do start the game fighting skel-
etons and zombies, the menag-
erie of enemies does eventually 
show a creative side. The combat 
is much deeper than Zelda’s z-
targeting, again not at first. The 
story is sort of a side note; I still 
have barely any idea of precisely 
what is going on. The first quest 
is literally a random guy asking 
you to ring two bells surrounded 
by enemies because “something 
strange” happens when you do. 
There are also plenty of mechan-
ics contributing to the game’s dif-
ficulty. You can’t pause; invento-
ry changes are done in real time. 
Every time you save, whatever 
enemies you’ve killed are resur-
rected (besides bosses, thank 
goodness). The games experi-
ence and currency are one and 
the same, dubbed “souls.” When 
you die, the game gives you one 
life to go back and recover them. 
There are also nice little touches 
like weapon collision detection 
(preventing you from doing any 
sweeping attacks in tight corri-
dors.) Because of its difficulty, it 
hasn’t really captured the inter-
ests of the mainstream gamer, 
and it shouldn’t; this game is not 
for the weak of soul. If you think 
you can suppress the urge to ex-
plode that accompanies its aneu-
rysmal difficulty, I highly suggest 
you either buy this game or find 
someone who has it. It’s been one 
of the most satisfying game expe-
riences I have ever had. 
Review rating: 4 elephants
Rock ‘em sock ‘em good
imdb.com
Andrew Klusman 
business manager
Three weeks ago I received a phone 
call from my friend. “Do you want to 
see Real Steel with us at the IMAX 
opening night?” “See what movie?” 
“Oh, Rock ‘Em Sock ‘Em Robots 
with Wolverine.” “YES.” And with 
that kind of description, the movie is 
pretty well defined, and frankly, a bit 
more enjoyable than expected. 
In the near future (I kept think-
ing it was modern day, except they 
kept saying 2014 was about a dec-
ade in the past), boxing is no long-
er fought solely by men. The world 
has taken its fighting robot enjoy-
ment from the success of the Trans-
former movies and put them into 
real life in the boxing ring (no cool 
transformations, but some of them 
do have nifty lights on them!). Un-
like plain ol’ boring human boxing, 
this boxing is to the (ro-
bot) death, and includes 
everything a boxing fa-
natic could want out of 
the sport – blood, guts, 
and body parts coming 
off and soaking the ring 
(in this case it’s typically 
robot arms and hydraulic 
fluids). 
In the beginning, we 
meet Charlie Kenton 
(Hugh Jackman) as he 
readies his robot fighter 
named “Ambush,” get-
ting ready for a match 
against a 2,000 pound 
bull. But, as the saying goes, pride 
goeth before the fall, and in this case 
it’s pretty literal. Charlie has be-
come an arrogant, risky fighter who 
spends more money repairing ro-
bots he’s (inadvertently) destroyed 
than he makes, relying on loans, fa-
vors and extensions from his 
long-time friend Bailey Tal-
let (Evangeline Lilly), who 
runs the boxing gym owned 
by her father, who was Char-
lie’s old coach. As if being a 
few thousand dollars in the 
hole to some not-very-nice 
men, Charlie finds out his 
ex-girlfriend has died and 
left behind their eleven year 
old son. Charlie wrangles a deal to 
swap the kid, Max Kenton (Dakota 
Goyo) for $100,000 to his aunt De-
bra (Hope Davis), with $50,000 in 
advance (so he can buy some more 
robots!).
Jackman acts in a spectacular way, 
and while Goyo is pretty darn an-
noying (are there any child actors 
that don’t act like whiny little… well, 
children? Maybe I expect too much 
out of children nowadays), the act-
ing and the special effects make this 
a movie really enjoyable. And, while 
it’s filled with high points and low 
points, and even some silly points 
(seeing Goyo and the robot dance 
with each other is pretty 
dang hilarious), this mov-
ie is a definite must-see if 
you haven’t already.
Admittedly, for the last 
chunk of the movie, it feels 
Rocky 4-esque. Big robot, 
Russian accents, under-
dog fighter, and the bulk 
of technology behind the 
opponent (aptly named 
Zeus, but they should 
have gone with some-
thing more intimidating 
like Shiva – Destroyer of 
Worlds), and you’re just 
like “all we need now is 
someone shouting Rocky, 
a few gratuitous American flags, and 
someone who can’t speak English 
(but tries anyway).” The final match-
up is surprisingly exciting, full of 
ads (if you don’t want to buy an HP 
computer before this movie, you will 
when you walk out!), and shockingly 
emotional (Jackman and the direc-
tor did a great job of the last fight 
scene), making Real Steel a movie to 
see and enjoy.
Review rating: 3.5 elephants
“Prepare to die”Indie game of the week: Ancient Ruin
Peter Savkovich • staff writer
Developed by a group of students at the Di-
giPen Institute of Technology, ‘It Belongs in an 
Ancient Ruin’ delivers smooth gameplay, a great 
atmosphere, and a clever story that will leave you 
questioning the morality of museum curators 
everywhere. 
You play Penn-
sylvania Smith, a 
handsome, ath-
letic, and well-
dressed archaeolo-
gist on a mission: 
to stop the rob-
bery of priceless 
historical artifacts 
and return them 
to where they 
rightfully belong... 
an ancient ruin! 
However, this is 
easier said than 
done. Before you 
can return the 
items, you must 
first recapture 
them, and the mu-
seums that now 
house the artifacts 
are well-guarded, 
so you’ll have to 
use everything at 
your disposal if 
you wish to restore 
the artifacts to 
their former glory. 
In each level, you must first sneak your way 
past the museum’s elaborate security system. 
Patrolling guards, pressure plates, and motion-
sensitive lights will all bar your way to the relic, 
and if you do manage to reclaim it you still have to 
maneuver your way past the armed security bots 
that come out of the woodwork to stop you from 
retreating down to the ancient ruin (conveni-
ently located directly beneath the museum). But 
the challenge has only just begun after you make 
it into the caverns below. Once you have entered 
the ruin, the original guardians of the relic are 
none too happy about having had their treasure 
taken from them. Bats, mummies, and all man-
ner of baddies populate the ruins, making the way 
back to the artifact’s eternal resting place more 
than a little treacherous. 
Fortunately, besides dashing good looks, 
Pennsylvania also has a few tricks up his sleeve 
to flummox that pesky se-
curity and dodge past the 
misguided guardians on 
his noble quest. Run and 
jump your way past the mu-
seum guards with the aid of 
your trusty whip, swinging 
on bars and hiding behind 
planters to dodge out of sight 
of the night patrol and past 
the traps of the ruin, picking 
up coins and cleverly-written 
“artifacts” on the way. 
It Belongs in an Ancient 
Ruin’s clever spin on a well-
known story and cagey self-
awareness are what really 
make the game shine, and 
it subtly acknowledges both 
its own silliness and the 
over-the-top nature of its 
subject matter from time to 
time. The game itself is not 
extremely challenging, with 
forgiving failure mechan-
ics and platforming that is 
accessible to inexperienced 
players, but the innovative 
gameplay components and 
compelling story keep things 
interesting for those who find the physical plat-
forming less of a challenge. It Belongs in an An-
cient Ruin really captures the best of both worlds 
in the realms of story and gameplay, making it a 
must-try for gamers, movie lovers, and everyone 
in between. 
It Belongs in an Ancient Ruin is available for 
free download from its developers at itbelongsi-
nanancientruin.com or, for the bandwidth-con-
scious, from my shared folder in the DFS root 
at \\rose-hulman.edu\dfs\Users\S\savkovpj\
Shared.
itbelongsinanancientruin.com
itbelongsinanancientruin.com
Melissa Schwenk • staff writer
Winter is coming and 
there is nothing we can 
do to prevent it. However, 
there are a few things we 
can do to make it more 
bearable.
First, wear layers. 
The academic building’s 
temperature is poorly 
regulated at best and 
can range from freez-
ing in Olin to tropical 
in Crapo. This is made 
worse by the frigid 
weather outside. 
By wearing layers, 
you can adjust your ex-
posure to the elements, 
stripping and adding as 
needed. The only tricky 
part to this is deciding 
whether or not to wear 
gloves, since fingerless 
ones make you look like 
a hobo and regular ones 
decrease finger mobility.
Second, make some sort 
of weekly event that will get 
you out of your room and 
off campus. This can be a 2 
AM trip to IHOP or Steak ‘n 
Shake or a trip to the park 
with friends. This occasion 
will give you something to 
look forward to each week, 
as well as distract you from 
the blah weather.
Third, don’t get sick. 
You can prevent this in a 
few ways. Start off by get-
ting enough sleep to keep 
your immune system fit. 
This doesn’t mean staying 
up late and napping dur-
ing the day either; try to 
get to bed early enough for 
six to seven hours of sleep. 
You’ll feel less groggy dur-
ing the day, which could 
improve productivity.
Also, take in more vitamin 
C. You can get it naturally by 
consuming foods with high 
concentrations of it, such 
as oranges, or artificially by 
taking a supplement. Ad-
ditionally, and maybe more 
importantly, consider get-
ting a flu shot. I’ve gotten 
mine the last four years 
and haven’t gotten the flu 
since my first shot. Plus, this 
helps protect people who 
can’t get flu shots due to al-
lergies or other reasons. 
There is a two week pe-
riod after you’ve gotten 
the shot when your body 
still doesn’t have its anti-
bodies built up, so try to 
avoid sick people during 
that time.
This last point applies 
mostly to graduating 
seniors, but also anyone 
looking for an internship 
or co-op. Focus on find-
ing a job before Christ-
mas Break so you can re-
lax. This will take a huge 
weight off your shoul-
ders and make your win-
ter so much more enjoyable. 
Plus, you won’t have to at-
tend the winter and spring 
career fairs if you already 
have a job. 
With any luck, this winter 
will be a mild one and you 
won’t need the first tip, but 
if not, hopefully these tips 
will help you not only survive 
winter, but also to enjoy it. 
Best of luck staying warm. 
5Living28 Oct 2011
Do you like cookies?
Write an article about your 
fall break anD senD it to
thorn-living@rose-hulman.eDu
Efficient Traveling
”I’ve gotten my flu shot the last four years and 
haven’t gotten 
the flu since. 
Alec Manke • living editor
Security is tight at airport these 
days. However, that doesn’t mean 
it has to slow you down. We’ve got 
the tips that will get you to wher-
ever the friendly skies will take you, 
even if you have to make a layover 
or two.
1. Check flight before leaving - 
The airport should have a website 
on which you can check for any 
delays or cancellations. This is es-
pecially helpful when your airport is 
an hour or more away.
2. Arrive early – The TSA recom-
mends travelers show up two hours 
early for their flight. This is a very 
safe number. Unless you are trave-
ling during the holidays, two hours 
will always be enough time. How-
ever, those two hours can be highly 
stressful if you don’t travel right.
3. Checking Bags – If possible, 
don’t do it. Pack light in a small 
suitcase that you can carry on to the 
plane. If not, see if there is curbside 
check-in. It may cost a slight premi-
um but if time is an issue, it allows 
you to avoid one line.
4. Reviewing your flight status – 
Find the departure screens to see 
where your gate is and when your 
flight takes off.
5. Preparing for security – Make 
sure you have handled your liq-
uids appropriately. Try removing 
everything from your pockets to 
your carry on bag before you enter 
security, since you’ll have to empty 
your pockets before the scanners 
anyways. This keeps everything in 
one place. If you are traveling with 
a laptop, make sure that it is easy to 
remove from your bag. Wear shoes 
that are easy to get on and off.
6. Going through security – De-
pending on the airport you go to, 
there will be different scanners. 
Follow the TSA agents’ instruc-
tions or ask about alternatives if 
you aren’t comfortable with some 
of the newer scanners.
7. Head to the gate – Gather your 
things and double check your flight 
if you pass a departure sign. Every 
airport is different, so looking up 
a layout once you know your gate 
number will help you get from se-
curity to your gate quickly. At this 
point, relax and enjoy your flight.
8. From the gate to baggage 
claim – Again, knowing the 
layout of the airport can help 
expedite this process, but there 
should be plenty of signs to 
guide you to baggage claim.
9. Claiming baggage – It will save 
you time if you distinguish your bag 
from the others. A simple ribbon or 
brightly colored tag is sufficient. Al-
ways have your contact info on your 
bag tag in the case it gets lost.
10. Getting picked up – Let your 
ride know when they should pick 
you up. Depending on if you check 
your bags or not, it will be 15 to 45 
minutes after you arrive before you 
will be ready to be picked up. The 
way security is now, it is easier for 
you to wait for a ride than it is for 
your ride to wait for you.
 How to: 
survive Terre Haute’s winter
Getting the flu while at Rose is probably one of the 
worst experiences you’ll have in life. 
https://oncampus.oberlin.edu
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 Letters
to the editor
Dear Editor, 
Rose-Hulman has a 
Center for Diversity. How 
do I know Rose-Hulman 
has a Center for Diver-
sity? First, I read about 
it as a news item on the 
web page. Second, there’s 
a sign outside my office 
door identifying it (my office, that is) as the Center for 
Diversity. The same sign identifies me as the Director. 
Still, I suspect a large number of students don’t realize 
that Rose-Hulman has a Center for Diversity.
It is most accurate to think of the Rose-Hulman 
Center for Diversity (CfD) as a function rather than as 
a place. So, to start, I will write about the function of the 
CfD. People, both on and off campus, have been striv-
ing to diversify the Rose-Hulman campus for a very 
long time. Admissions strives to recruit students from 
a variety of ethnic and cultural backgrounds, Student 
Affairs plans activities and programs to introduce 
the campus community to a variety of cultures, and 
faculty arrange for and encourage students to partici-
pate in international studies programs. There are also 
many, many campus activities designed to promote 
diversity that are far less visible. In short, a lot of peo-
ple and offices have an oar in the water trying to move 
the ‘good Rose-Hulman ship’ into more diverse wa-
ters. Unfortunately, there’s no one person holding a 
tiller to make sure 
the ship moves 
in the right direc-
tion. The purpose 
of the Center for 
Diversity is to 
coordinate these 
activities through 
planning, pro-
gramming, and 
making connec-
tions.
An essential 
element for the 
‘good Rose-Hul-
man ship’ is the 
need to have an 
idea of what the 
‘right’ direction is; there is no value in having some-
one with their hand on the tiller unless that someone 
knows where the diverse waters are. The CfD is work-
ing with a group of individuals on this campus to de-
fine what we need to do to become a more diverse and 
inclusive campus. These folks are working to define 
issues, goals, and strategies to obtain these goals. In 
other words, they’re part of a committee created to 
make a plan: boring stuff, but necessary stuff.
The most visible form of coordination provided by 
the CfD is the various sponsored programs presented 
throughout the year. The purpose of all the programs 
is to enhance awareness, on campus, of cultures that 
are different than your own. Each quarter has been 
assigned a theme: the theme for fall quarter is Global 
Awareness, the theme for winter quarter is Race and 
Gender Awareness, and the theme for spring quarter 
is Lifestyle Awareness. This Wednesday’s ‘Rose Goes 
Global,’ co-sponsored by the Office of Global Stud-
ies, is the most visible evidence of the global theme. 
Watch for winter and spring quarter events.
The third function of the CfD is to help people 
make connections. This is accomplished by listen-
ing, knowing, and sharing. My first task as Director 
has been to listen to what folks have been doing to 
promote diversity on campus. I also to listen to what 
folks would like to be doing. When I know what peo-
ple are doing, I can connect them with others who 
have the same goals and ideas. I’ve talked to the 
folks in Admissions, Career Services, Development 
and Student Affairs. I’ve talked to representatives 
from ASES, ISA, NSBE, SHPE, SWE, and UNITY. In 
the ‘good Rose-Hulman ship’ analogy, the CfD can 
help put more hands on any given oar to help people 
pull together.
That’s the ‘what’ of the CfD, but I’ve said nothing 
about the ‘why.’ I’ll save that for another day. Mean-
while, if you went to ‘Rose Goes Global,’ thanks. If 
you want to stop by and talk about things related to 
diversity at Rose-Hulman, I’ll listen. My office and 
the CfD are both located close to Java City. Grab a 
cup and drop in.
Luanne Tilstra
Professor of Chemistry
AmericAn Society 
& the World
Politicians
Dear Editor, 
Have you ever 
thought Congress is 
dysfunctional?
How about: politi-
cians are controlled 
by special interests, 
and don’t listen to 
the average Ameri-
can?
Or maybe: why should I vote – it won’t 
make a difference?
People across the country feel this way 
about our political system. The gridlock in 
Congress, displayed in full force during the 
summer when the country almost defaulted 
on its national debt, is driving our country to 
the brink of destruction. Despite Americans’ 
overwhelming cry for elected leaders to work 
together to solve our nation’s problems, our 
political system is even more paralyzed than 
ever before.
All of this has led to many Americans being 
turned off entirely by the political process. 
Many think, “What’s the point of voting? It 
won’t make a difference.” Many Americans 
think that there is nothing that can be done. 
However, there is a solution. What if you 
could make a difference? What if there was 
a way for you to vote and have your voice 
heard, without having to go to the hyper-
partisan extremes that our two party system 
currently caters to? What if there was a place 
where moderates could thrive and civility 
could return?
I recently joined an organization called 
Americans Elect, http://www.americanse-
lect.org. The goal of Americans Elect is to 
provide a second nominating process for 
electing a president. Americans Elect plans 
to have an online nomination convention, 
where all registered voters can participate 
and elect the nominee. By having a secure, 
national, online voting convention, the 
American people would directly nominate 
their president. No longer would a nomi-
nee have to cater to the extreme ends of the 
political spectrum in hopes of gaining the 
nomination; through Americans Elect, mod-
erates could be nominated, and our nation’s 
issues could hopefully be solved. Currently, 
Americans Elect is working to get on the 
ballot in all 50 states, thereby allowing the 
chosen nominee to compete directly and na-
tionally, and they have made great progress: 
already over 1.7 million signatures have been 
collected, and they are well on their way to 
completing their goal.
Americans Elect is now trying to reach out 
to college campuses across the country. The 
youth are the future of this country, yet now 
more than ever, college students do not fit 
into the existing political paradigm. My goal 
is to help fix that. That is why, at Rose-Hul-
man, I am starting a branch of Americans 
Elect. This is open to members of any ideol-
ogy or party; the only requirements are that 
you must be a registered voter, and that you 
be willing to find common ground with oth-
ers. My hope is that you will help me take 
action and take back our country, and hope-
fully rescue it from the paralysis and turmoil 
that plagues our government.
If you are interested in becoming a dele-
gate, go to http://www.americanselect.org/
rhit to sign up.
Dylan Kessler
Software engineering major
Class of 2014
Viktor Goben
staff writer
 
Isn’t the world an interesting place to be? I don’t 
say it’s a lucky or a good or even a great place to be be-
cause how would we know in comparison to the par-
ties going on only a few thousand lightyears away?
I read an interest bit recently. It was intended as 
humor but brought up a very real question. Why is 
that our grand and glorious society of America has 
relegated itself to picking what we all tend to hope is 
the lesser of two evils to the office of President of the 
U.S.A and yet have a candidate from each state (or 
more in some cases) for beauty pageants and other-
wise “major” societal events?
In most other republic style countries (We live in 
a republic, not a democracy. Don’t believe me? Look 
up the definitions and talk to some of the HSS profes-
sors.) they actually have decently strong 3rd and 4th 
parties, which, in many cases, tends to help spread 
the crazy of each party out a bit more than the two 
party system does.
I’m not going to take this time to argue for a partic-
ular party. That’s a waste of my time and yours, since 
you are reading this.
I’m just advocating that we as citizens (and since 
most of us reading this are of voting age) should look 
into demanding and supporting more than just the 
two big parties that we’ve currently got. If we can 
start demanding action and supporting several other 
parties in such a way that we aren’t having to pick 
between two evils, but rather between those who we 
feel can do the job better, especially in a less corrupt 
manner (because, let’s face it, most politicians come 
across as corrupt). We might actually start having 
people representing us who remember what the real 
world is like and not people who have been in office 
so long that they’ve forgotten their morals in a dark 
alley’s dumpster some thirty years.
And yet, despite all this advocating, and all the po-
litical advocates who come out regularly to remind 
you to vote, we mindlessly vote back in many of the 
same corrupt politicians because those who would re-
place them are either not backed by a big money party 
or are more crazy (at least in the average mind) than 
the one they’re voting back into office.
Our grand and glorious society has taught us well 
that our corporate masters are the ones in charge 
and our “voting” is just our little illusion that we have 
power, especially in our little burgs and neighbor-
hood associations.
You know about those neighborhood associations, 
right? Where you get to sign a contract about what 
sort of vehicles you can park in your driveway, how 
many inches tall your grass must be at all times of the 
year, how many children you can have, and whether 
or not you have to shave to keep up the neighborhood 
appearances and “prevent the lowering of property 
values”. I thought you might and for those of you 
who didn’t, that’s just a taste of what to what lengths 
some neighborhood associations will go to, so they 
can have power over everything that goes on in their 
little world. And if you sign those contracts, congratu-
lations. You just forfeited your right to complain, be-
cause now they can screw you any way they like and 
you have to like it or they can see about getting you 
evicted for no better reason than your grass not look-
ing as “perfect” as “everyone else’s”.
Neighborhood associations are just a smaller model 
of how power mad, corrupt, and ridiculous our “elect-
ed” politicians have gone in the last 40+ years, noting 
of course that some of the members of Congress have 
been there that long and longer. Sure the comparison 
is not perfect. What comparison ever is?
Do yourself a favor for the future. Try supporting 
a candidate with a party that you actually agree with, 
not with one who just happens to be popular enough 
with their party and has way too much money to 
spend on campaigning. You might actually be able to 
get some decent, common sense politicians instead 
of the deceitful band of criminals we’ve got “running” 
the governments now.
”
The purpose of 
the Center for Di-
versity is to coor-
dinate activities 
through planning, 
programming, 
and making con-
nections.
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Eight straight 
for men’s soccer
Matt Dierksmeier • staff writer
With a 3-0 shutout win against Earl-
ham College on Wednesday, the men’s 
soccer squad earned 
their eighth consecu-
tive win. An impressive 
first half led by scores 
from sophomore Wil-
liam Senat, senior Clint 
Vatterrodt, and jun-
ior Zane Englert posi-
tioned them to cruise 
to victory. With the 
goal, Vatterrodt’s total 
increases to 19 on the 
season, placing him 
atop the conference in 
goals scored and total 
points. This improves 
the team’s record to 
12-5 on the season and 
places them second in 
the conference, one 
point shy of the pace 
set by Transylvania 
University. When asked 
about the team’s success, sophomore 
Ryan Rieboldt said that “the hard work 
we put out on the field as well as our 
closeness off the field gives us an edge 
on every team we play.”
The Rose-Hulman squad is in conten-
tion to capture a third HCAC regular 
season title in four seasons under head 
coach Sean Helliwell. Commenting on 
coach Helliwell’s in-
fluence, sophomore 
John Munson says that 
“[Helliwell] has contin-
ued to shape and mold 
our team to where our 
style of play is very 
strong on defense and 
unselfish on offense.” 
With one game left 
against Defiance Col-
lege, the season hangs 
in the balance. The 
HCAC tournament will 
begin on November 1st 
and brings with it the 
possibility of matching 
up against Transylva-
nia, who beat the Rose-
Hulman team earlier 
this season. “We would 
love to get the oppor-
tunity to play [them] in 
the HCAC final,” added Rieboldt. If the 
squad wins the conference tournament, 
they will earn their second NCAA Tour-
nament appearance after making it in 
2008. 
Clint Vatterrodt scored a 
conference-high 19 goals dur-
ing the men’s soccer match 
against Earlham.
Rose-Hulman News
EnginEEr ScorEboard
Football
(3 - 4)
Oct 22 — Bluffton, Ohio
  Bluffton University
  Rose-Hulman
31
13
Men’s soccer
(13 - 5)
Oct 23 — Bluffton, Ohio
  Bluffton University
  Rose-Hulman
0
3
Oct 26 — Terre Haute, Ind.
  Earlham College
  Rose-Hulman
0
3
Women’s soccer
(5 - 11 - 1)
Oct 23 — Bluffton, Ohio
  Bluffton University
  Rose-Hulman
1
1
Oct 26 — Terre Haute, Ind.
  Earlham College
  Rose-Hulman
2
0
Volleyball
(19 - 8)
Oct 22 — Terre Haute, Ind.
  Bluffton University
  Rose-Hulman
3
2
Oct 26 — Richmond, Ind.
  Earlham College
  Rose-Hulman
0
3
Upcoming EvEntS
SatUrday, octobEr 29
Men’s cross country at HCAC Championships
Women’s cross country at HCAC Championships
11 a.m.
11 a.m.
Volleyball vs Defiance College
Women’s soccer vs Defiance College
12 p.m.
1 p.m.
Swimming vs Illinois Wesleyan University
Football vs Defiance College
1 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
Men’s soccer vs Defiance College
Volleyball vs Illinois College
3 p.m.
4 p.m.
tUESday, novEmbEr 1
Men’s soccer in HCAC Semifinals
Volleyball in HCAC Tourney Round 1
Fall sports 
teams to honor 
seniors
Kurtis Zimmerman • sports editor
Four of the fall sports teams will honor their seniors during their matches 
against Defiance College this Saturday. The volleyball, football, and men’s and 
women’s soccer squads will compete in their last home game of the 2011 sea-
son, and two games are key for teams aiming for HCAC titles.
The Lady Engineers of the volleyball team are competing for a share of 
the league title alongside Hanover College and College of Mount St. Joseph. 
Bluffton and Transylvania each have one more conference match which could 
result in a five-way tie based on HCAC season records. The men’s soccer team 
needs a win against Defiance and a loss or draw from Transylvania University 
to have a shot at its fourth HCAC regular season title in the last five years.
The football team will wrap up its home season this Saturday at Cook Sta-
dium before hitting the road for two away games to cap the season, first at 
Anderson University and then Earlham College for Battle of the Broadsword. 
Karah Hickman, Leah Pelzel, and Morgan Williams (above, left) will be 
honored as graduating members of the volleyball team, and Eric Dav-
enport, Brad Foulke, Tim Hollingshead, and Clint Vatterrodt (above) 
will be recognized as men’s soccer team seniors this Saturday.
Rose-Hulman News
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Andy Chen • Author extrodinare
Wacky prof quotes
“That’s why I’m talk-
ing to you about it, so 
I can confuse you as 
well.” 
 — Dr. Moorhead, 
spreading the joy.
“If I wait long enough, 
the silence will be-
come so unbearable 
for someone that they 
can’t stand it and ask a 
question. Let’s see who 
cracks first.”
 —Dr. Mr. Holder, 
master interrogator. 
 “I don’t need no more 
book learnin’!”
 — Dr. Casey, express-
ing the thoughts of 
every senior.
“Some say it is in your 
best interest to go and 
pee on everything you 
can find… I just don’t 
think that is a good 
business practice.”
 — Dr. Bohner, on good 
office ettiquite. The re-
stroom is that-a-way, 
gentlemen.
“You may realize that 
there’s a team Triple 
E in both sections. I 
encourage you to have 
a fistfight with them 
for the rights to the 
name.”
 — Dr. House, profes-
sional instigator.
Rose Profs say crazy 
things. E-mail them 
to the Flipside at 
thorn-flipside@
rose-hulman.edu
This is the Flipside disclaimer, where we make you laugh 20% of the time, all the time. Noël Spurgeon’s the woman to blame for everything without a name on it, and for some of the stuff that does have a name on it. Life Protip Number One, kids: It’s a small campus. If you make 
a lame excuse (like faking sick and then staying inside to play Batman: Arkham City all day, for instance), people will find out. Pretty easily. The swearing and controller throwing are pretty much undeniable hallmarks of such activity. Also... HI MOM! HI DAD! Don’t disown me!
Thorn Staff • But Mooooooooooom...
10. Bring a roll of 30 wallet-sized baby pictures to distribute to 
your friends.
9. Get lost on campus and spend the next 30 minutes running 
around and shouting your name in a plea to the heavens that you’ll 
wander by. Bonus points if they start going up to random people 
and asking if they know you.
8. Your dad tries to hit on your professor or TA... to try to in-
crease your grade. Five percent for perseverance and attractive 
parentage? 
7. Your parents show up at the Halloween party you’re attend-
ing... in costumes they bought from Cirilla’s.
6.They decide that “That Sonka’s place sounds nice...” and spend 
the rest of Saturday evening regaling your friends and classmates 
with that story of how you wore nothing but your sparkly princess 
costume from ages 3 to 5. 
5. See your bottle collection on the windowsill and give you and 
all your friends enrollment forms for AA. Because they care.
4. While taking a tour of campus they ask about your midterm 
grades... and promptly turn around to go home.
3. Try to introduce you to every nice young man/woman who 
passes by, because they’re ‘getting up there in years, and would 
like some grandchildren before [they] die.’
2. Buy a family-sized box of contraceptives and leave them on 
your bed.
1. Buy an ad in the Thorn reminding you to study, wash behind 
your ears, and for goodness sake clean your room because there 
are more important things in life than playing Battlefield 3.
Top “10” Ten
Ways for your parents to embarrass 
you on Dad’s Day
Nasty RumoR of the Week
Due to downsizing, next year Parents’ 
Days are going to be replaced with ‘Sib-
ling Day.’ Events will include games, such 
as ‘I’m not touching you,’ and competi-
tions, like ‘who does Mom love more?’ 
Plans for trust falls were scrapped after 
the test group exhibited an abnormally 
high injury rate.
ROse Men 
OF Genius
Celebrating the unsung heroes of Rose-Hulman
Noël Spurgeon • humor editor
Today, we salute you, Mr. Parental Fugitive. You can be found 
at every family-themed Rose event hiding in the bushes, hoping 
that your family will somehow give up on ever seeing you again 
and go home. It’s not that you don’t love them. It’s that they love 
you... well, a little *too* much, in your opinion. When it boils 
down to it, you like your family like you like your lions, tigers, 
and bears: at a distance. It’s not the inopportune childhood sto-
ries or the constant stream of pet names that really gets to you, 
though. Rather, it’s their insistence that you simply *can’t* do 
anything without them. You’re a big boy now—you’ve been away 
from home for all of three months, and the independence nearly 
radiates from you. Sure, your room is messy, you’re eating ques-
tionable food, and you’ve turned all your socks pink... but these 
are the challenges that the adult world has to offer you. So here’s 
to you, oh prodigal son... may you always occupy a fond place in 
the hearts of your progenitors (especially when you come home 
with laundry).
Could you 
pretend not to 
hear?
Do you have a 
sibling?
Could you 
feasibly hurt 
yourself?
Ignore the 
question
Formulate a 
terrible rumor
Feign sudden, 
painful injury
RUN!!!No No No
Yes Yes Yes
How to: Avoid answering 
awkward parental questions
